
Breakdown of Judging
20% will be awarded for the Cocktail Menu of the nominated establishment.  
60% will be awarded for the live creation of an original cocktail with the theme Sips &
Sounds! Craft a Cocktail Inspired by Your Favourite Song 
At least 1 product from the Monin/Paragon portfolio (see below) must be used in
creating this original cocktail. 
20% will be allocated to the overall cocktail experience of the establishment as
decided by our National Academy Judging Panel. 

Application to Attend
Applications (including cocktail menus) must be submitted via
irishrestaurantawards.com/cocktails by 12 Noon on Friday 18th April.  

Live Cocktail Competition
Competitors must submit a successful application via
irishrestaurantawards.com/cocktails and will be notified of their participation in the
live competition no later than Wednesday April 23rd.    
The live competition will take place across two days, Monday 28th April and Tuesday
29th April in the Dublin Bar Academy, 141 North King Street, Arran Quay, Dublin 7.  
Competitor registration from 10.00am on the 28th of April and competition starts at
10.30am sharp (you will be notified of your exact time and date slot via email no later
than Wednesday 23rd April). 
Competitors should attend on their own where possible, with a maximum of one
guest if necessary  

Best Cocktail Experience - Guidelines  
Sponsored by Monin

https://irishrestaurantawards.com/cocktails/
https://irishrestaurantawards.com/cocktails/


Cocktail Criteria 
This year’s theme of the live cocktail competition is “Sips and Sounds" – Craft a
Cocktail Inspired by Your Favourite Song. 
The original cocktail must contain (max) 2 shots (7cl) of alcohol per portion (alcohol
inclusion is not mandatory & lo/no cocktails can be included). 
Competitors must prepare two portions of their submitted cocktail. 
A minimum of 1 product from the Monin portfolio (Monin syrup/puree or Paragon
cordial) must be used in the creation of this cocktail. Applications without the
inclusion of a Monin product will not be accepted. Competitors who arrive to the
competition with a substitution for their Monin Product (As opposed to the
original Monin product quoted in their recipe) will not be permitted to participate. 
Each establishment must bring their own product (including their choice of Monin
product), glassware and any special equipment required. (Only ice will be provided at
the venue).   
Monin product can be sourced from fsl.ie or by contacting events@rai.ie - we will be
able to put you in contact with a Monin rep. 
Each competitor must create an original cocktail that does not already exist on their
cocktail menu. 

Judging Parameters
The judges will be marking the cocktail according to Taste, Presentation/Appearance
and Aroma along with the technical expertise of the bartender. 
Competitors will compete in heats of 5-6 bartenders at a time. Each heat will be given
two minutes to set-up for the competition. During these two minutes, technical
judging shall already be effective. The competitor then has a maximum of six (6)
minutes to make two portions of his/her cocktail. Penalties will apply between 6-7
mins and competitors must stop when they reach 7 mins. 
A competitors briefing will take place prior to the commencement of the first heat. 

Announcement of Winner
A shortlist will be issued on May 2nd following the Cocktail Competition. 
The overall winner of the ‘Best Cocktail Experience’ award will be announced on
Monday, 19th May at the All Ireland Irish Restaurant Awards 2025. 
Competitors will be issued details of this event following the live cocktail competition.

https://www.fsl.ie/
mailto:events@rai.ie


MONIN PRODUCT BROCHURE

Welcome to Sips and Sounds, a one-of-a-kind cocktail competition where music and
mixology collide! In this unique event, participants are challenged to craft a cocktail that
encapsulates the essence of a song—whether it's the lyrics, the mood, the vibe, or even
the energy of the melody. Whether it's a love ballad, an upbeat anthem, or a soulful tune,
your mission is to translate the emotion and atmosphere of the song into a liquid
masterpiece. 

Please find the full Monin portfolio through the following link, you can avail of the
special discount:  

20% off MONIN for all competitors! 
Valid at www.fsl.ie  
Enter promo code RAI20 at checkout 
No minimum purchase requirement 
One use per customer 
Active from today until Mon 28 Apr 

Irish Restaurant Awards Cocktail Competition 2025 

“Sips and Sounds" – Craft a Cocktail Inspired by Your Favourite Song

http://www.fsl.ie/
https://online.fliphtml5.com/xumkz/gqly/#p=1

